Lesson 2

"Paul's Authority and Gospel"

The Seventh-day Adventist Church is repeating teiy of the church in Galatia. Our
divine commission is to proclaim the "third angetiessage in verity" to the world. The
first chapter of Galatians contains this messagerd'is a counterfeit gospel that is vying
for first-place contender and we need the Apostlal'® help.

The Apostle was sent from God and his words aredh@nandments of God (John
3:34). He tells us there are only two gospels,l@ndets forth the genuine at the outset.
"The everlasting gospel” (first angel, Rev. 14%)grace" and "peace."”

Strictly speaking, we are saved by God's graceealBph. 2:8). Christ has been given to
every man (Eph. 4:7; John 1:9). If a rich man giyes a check for $1000 and you do not
cash it, what have you lost?

Christ has given every man the forgiveness of anmisthe peace of reconciliation with
God. He "gave Himself for our sins" (Gal. 1:4). Boemake any difference what we
believe about what Christ accomplished at the @rétss "the Lord in His great mercy
sent a most precious message to His people" ie fhss days that honors and glorifies
Christ in His sacrifice? (Sekestimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 91.) Is He
indeed "the Saviour of the world" (John 4:42) oesléle merely offer to be? Are all men
actually infinitely and eternally in debt to Himrfeven their next breath? Why can the
Father send His rain and sunshine on "all meng jiilst and the unjust," unless Christ
has actually accomplished something for them alltzasgiven them thegift?

He went to hell. He died a death in which He cawdtisee the resurrection coming up.
He poured out His soul unto death says Isaiah 53:i@re was nothing left to pour out.
The last drop was drained. He emptied Himself forHHow amazing is Christ's grace?
The woman to whom Christ spoke the words, "Yous sire forgiven," cashed the check.
She received the at-one-ment with God as Chridttsaner, "Go in peace" (Luke 7:48,
50).

The first angel's message announcing the everpgtepel has as its burden, "Fear God,
and give Him glory" (Rev. 14:7). Here the ApostiuPin Galatians ascribes the glory to
God by setting forth the everlasting gospel (G&).1



But there is a bewildering, inconsistent situatmhgen at the same time the genuine
gospel is proclaimed to the world, there is a cedatit--"another gospel," which is not
another gospel nor is it good news. Its sourcefadlen "angel from heaven" (Gal. 1:8).
"Satan himself is transformed into an angel oftlighhis ministers ... transformed as the
ministers of righteousness" (2 Cor. 11:14, 15).iTbeunterfeit gospel is the reason
"Babylon is fallen" (second angel, Rev. 14:8). Th&awinisters" "pervert the gospel of
Christ" (Gal. 1:7) because the gospel of self-Igdease[s] men" (vs. 10). It is based on
nothing but the theories of men and is designedttact followers to men.

There are five gospels in the Laodicean churchytodestoric Adventism ("obey and
live, disobey and die"); the Social Gospel (hunsmainism); the Pentecostal gospel
("enthusiasm"); Evangelical Adventism (Arminian ¢hagy); the Calvinist gospel (the
sovereignty of God who "forces" the final solutioA)l of these "gospels" are anti-law
and so cannot be the third angel's message iryVérite truth of the gospel" (Gal. 2:5)
Is: "Here are they thdkep ['grasp” the everlasting covenant] the commandmenht
God, and the faith of Jesus" (Rev. 14:12).

Why should anyone be "accursed" for preachingfardiht gospel? Because "there shall
arise false christs, and false prophets, andall daceive the very elect" (Matt. 24:24).
"Let him be accursed" (Gal. 1:9, the awful warnaighe third angel's message [Rev.
14:9-11]). These preachers are leading God's péoptast for their salvation in
something which is nothing. These counterfeit glsspee devised by men, so they are
leading people to trust in their own power for séln.

If you don't have the facts and logic to defeatrtlessage, attack the messenger. It is as
old as when Lucifer questioned God's authoritydotiml His creation. For unknown
eons, the universe enjoyed peace and happiness @odes governing principles of love
and devotion between the Creator and His creatWhsn Satan came to tempt Eve,
rather than directly attacking God's message oéltisk love, he attacked God Himself.
He argued to Eve that God was selfishly denyingithiee knowledge of evil because
with it, they would become just like Him. In effe@atan was arguing that God had no
authority over Adam and Eve because if He allovireaht access to what He had
forbidden, they would become equal with Him.

The arguments being used against Paul are so sthtiatheir source should have been
readily apparent. Why were the Galatians decei¥ed@unterfeit can deceive only if it is
close to the original. | recently saw what at flosiked like a very large denomination
bill on someone's desk. Closer examination revaaleds a joke as the value was
$1,000,000,000,000,000. It had a picture of Mickiyuse, not a president, so it fooled
no one.



Paul's response to this is not an egotisticahlistif his accomplishments to impress.
Today, we would call it something likecarriculum vitae or resumé, which gives the
history of a person's education and work experiefibe argument against Paul had been
that he wasn't trained by Christ Himself, as hadeleven apostles, but Paul defeats that
by referring to his time in Arabia and Damascus mehee learned from the Holy Spirit,
not humans (Gal. 1:11-24). Notice that Paul doddistchis extensive training in the
schools of the Pharisees, which might have impcegsese who did not believe divine
authority.

Similar methods are used today to question theoaitytof a gospel teacher. A modern
Adventist historian describes the unpolished amgesedly unlettered A. T. Jones as "a
towering, angular man, with a loping gait and uritbqaosturing and gestures” (A. W.
Spalding,Captains of the Host, p. 591). Ellen White did not agree, and defended "It

is evident that he walks with God, that he has lveémJesus and learned of Him. ... He
Is earnest and sincere, and beloved by those fomiite labors. ... His defects will be
forgiven and forgotten. His hearers will not beconeary or disgusted, but will thank
God for the message of grace sent them througkdtiant” ("Christian Education,”
1893, quoted ifrundamentals of Christian Education, pp. 242, 243Review and Herald,
April 18, 1893).

Another way to undermine authority is to revisedmg. If church members are taught
that everything was accepted in 1888, there isasalrto investigate original sources, and
the status quo is accepted. The worldwide SeveayhAdiventist Church has been taught
through authoritative publications that the 188&sage of righteousness by faith alone
was accepted in that generation by the predomiradership, and has been the secure
doctrinal possession of the church ever sinceAEurther Appraisal of the Manuscript
"1888 Re-examined," General Conference, September 1958, p. 11). Unfately, A. G.
Daniells thought differently: "This message of tggusness in Christ ... met with
opposition on the part of earnest, well-meaning mahe cause of God! The [1888]
message has never been received, nor proclaimedivam free course as it should have
been ... (A. G. Daniell€hrist Our Righteousness, p. 47 [1924]).

Ellen White agreed with Daniells. "At MinneapolisSatan succeeded in shutting away
from our people, in a great measure, the speciaepof the Holy Spirit. ... The enemy
prevented them from obtaining that efficiency whiaight have been theirs in carrying
the truth to the world. ... The light that is tgHten the whole earth with its glory was
resisted, and by the action of our own brethrenbleas in a great degree kept away from
the world" Selected Messages, book 1, pp. 234, 235).



The only true gospel is "by the revelation of JeShast" (Gal. 1:12). The "revelation" is
yours just as much as it is anybody elses. If yaeha Bible and you can read, if you've
got eyes to see, sing the Hallelujah Chorus. Legthspel leap at you from these pages
and find a place in your heart. You'll never beshme.

If you learn to understand the gospel, and acaggbalieve the gospel, you will win
souls. The gospel will flow out from you to somepaidise.

--The Saff



